
UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM USE AGREEMENT 

METROPOLITAN SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS TECHNICAL SERVICE AREA 
JOINT POWERS BOARD and the CHISAGO SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

 
THIS USE AGREEMENT ("Agreement") is made by and between the Metropolitan Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts Technical Service Area Joint Powers Board, also referred to as Metro 
Conservation Districts (MCD), and the Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District ("MEMBER").  
 
WHEREAS MCD is a joint powers body with eleven members, nine soil and water conservation 
districts and two counties, created to assist with special programs for the mutual benefit of its 
members; 
 
WHEREAS the members of MCD are located in State of Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR) Technical Service Area 4, which serves the eleven-county metropolitan area; 
 
WHEREAS the Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District is a governmental and political 
subdivision of the State of Minnesota, located wholly within the boundaries of Chisago County, and is 
an MCD member; 
 
WHEREAS MCD purchased and owns an Unmanned Aircraft System), model Matrice 350 RTK 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle, including controller and appurtenances, as listed in Exhibit A hereto (all 
together, UAS), to increase capacity and enhance efficiency in capturing high resolution aerial 
imagery and topographic mapping for MCD members' use to plan, determine feasibility and 
design conservation projects, and for related purposes; 
 
WHEREAS MEMBER desires to use the UAS for those purposes; and  
 
WHEREAS as owner of the UAS for the benefit of its members as a whole, MCD has an interest in 
providing for the UAS to be reasonably and equitably available to members, and in members using and 
operating the UAS in a manner that conforms to local, state and federal requirements, and that 
provides for public safety, protects private and public property, and limits liability. 
 
NOW THEREFORE for mutual valuable consideration, including the benefits that MCD and MEMBER 
(together, the "Parties") wish to derive, the Parties hereby enter into this Agreement, intending it to be 
legally binding.  
 
1. Term. This Agreement commences the day it is signed by the Parties and continues in force until 
terminated pursuant to section 8, below.  
 
2. Coordination of Use. Chisago Soil and Water Conservation District (CSWCD), an MCD member, by 
agreement with MCD has physical possession of the UAS and is responsible to administer UAS use by 
MCWD members. MEMBER will arrange directly with CSWCD to schedule MEMBER's use and to 
determine how it will acquire the UAS and return it to CSWCD. MEMBER will cooperate with CSWCD 
and other members so that the UAS is available to interested members on an equitable basis. 
MEMBER will provide a copy of this Agreement to CSWCD and, each time that it takes custody of the 
UAS, will affirm in writing that this Agreement remains in effect. 
 
3. Obligations. 
 
a. MEMBER is responsible for the following at any time it is operating the UAS:  
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(i) It has current MCIT liability coverage, with drone endorsement for liability, and otherwise 
meets all local, state and federal requirements for operator insurance coverage and proof of 
coverage. MEMBER will provide documentation of coverage to CSWCD on request.  
 
(ii) Only MEMBER employees may operate the UAS. 
 
(iii) All persons engaged in operating the UAS or supervising UAS operation will meet local, state 
and federal requirements with respect to qualifications and certification of operators and 
supervisors. 
 
(iv) All pre-flight procedures and UAS operations will conform to local, state and federal 
requirements and will conform to all legal constraints as to the course of UAS flight and image 
capture. MEMBER is responsible for any pre-flight notice to property owners or others, in its sole 
discretion. 

 
b. At all times the UAS or any component thereof is in MEMBER's custody, MEMBER will protect the 
equipment against damage, loss and theft with a level of care consistent with a bailment for benefit of 
bailee. Promptly after use, MEMBER will report to CSWCD, in writing, any damage to any UAS 
component and any observed lack, loss or decline of operational function in any UAS component. 
 
c. This Agreement does not confer any software license to MEMBER. MEMBER is responsible to affirm 
that it holds the license or legal right to manipulate UAS data that it obtains hereunder. 
 
4. Cost. MEMBER is not required to pay for UAS use. 
 
5. Responsibility for Loss; Indemnification. MEMBER is responsible to MCD for any damage, loss or 
theft of the UAS, or any component thereof, if MEMBER's failure to fulfill its responsibility under 
paragraph 3.b, above, is a cause of the damage, loss or theft. MEMBER will hold MCD harmless, and 
defend and indemnify it, its board members and its staff, with respect to any claim or suit, and 
liabilities, damages and costs associated therewith, for alleged third party injury, death, property 
damage or other violation of legal right arising from MEMBER's UAS use. Nothing in this section or the 
Agreement as a whole is intended to create a right in any third party or to limit or waive any 
immunity, defense or liability limit either Party may enjoy under the Municipal Tort Claims Act, 
Minnesota Statutes chapter 466, or any other provision of law. 
 
6. Data Ownership and Management. MEMBER owns all data outputs it obtains by use of the UAS. 
MEMBER is responsible to possess the card or other means of downloading or transmitting these 
outputs from the UAS and into its custody before returning the UAS. MCD reasonably will cooperate, 
and facilitate CSWCD cooperation, as needed to complete any such transmittal. MCD may obtain and 
inspect any such data on request, and will maintain and manage the data in accordance with 
MEMBER's classification of the data under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, chapter 13 
(MGDPA). 
 
Each Party is responsible to manage all data in its possession in accordance with the MGDPA and 
other applicable law. 
 
7. Cooperation; Compliance with Laws. The Parties will cooperate, in good faith and promptly, to 
implement this Agreement, and will seek equitable and timely resolution fo any dispute between 
them. The Parties will abide by all applicable federal, state and local laws in acting under this 
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Agreement. The Agreement will be construed in accordance with the substantive and procedural 
laws of the State of Minnesota. All proceedings related to the Agreement will be venued in Scott 
County. 
 
8. Termination. Either Party may terminate this Agreement without cause, at any time the UAS is not in 
MEMBER's possession. MCD must give 60 days' notice of termination to MEMBER, in writing. The 
foregoing does not limit MCD's ability to decide that the UAS should not be made available for use, 
immediately or otherwise, for any reason within its authority. This Agreement terminates immediately if 
MEMBER ceases to be an MCD member. MEMBER has no right of bailment lien under the Agreement. 
 
9. Modifications. An amendment of this Agreement is valid only when reduced to writing and signed 
by an authorized representative of each Party. 
 
10. Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the Parties and supersedes 
all oral and written agreements and negotiations by the Parties relating to the subject matter of the 
Agreement.  
 
11. Severability. The provisions of this Agreement are severable. If any part of this Agreement is 
rendered void, invalid, or unenforceable, this will not affect the validity and enforceability of the 
remainder of the Agreement unless the rendering substantially impairs the value of the Agreement for 
either party.  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties to this Agreement have set their hands on the dates written 
below:  
 
METROPOLITAN SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS TSA JOINT POWERS BOARD 
 
 
BY: ________________________________________________________ _________________ 
        Director, Scott SWCD       Date 
 
Pursuant to action taken by the MCD Board on February 25, 2026. 
 
 
CHISAGO SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 
 
BY: ________________________________________________________ May 4, 2026  
        District Administrator       Date 
 
 
Pursuant to action taken by the District’s Board of Supervisors on March 10, 2026. 

5/6/2026



MCD UAS User Agreement 
Page 4 of 4 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
Unmanned Aerial System Components 

 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES QTY UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 
MATRICE 350 RTK DRONE (includes battery station, 
batteries (2) and RC plus controller 

1 $14,484.65  $14,484.65  

DJI ZENMUSE L2 - HIGH-PRECISION AERIAL LIDAR 
SYSTEM GIMBAL 

1 $13,560.00 $13,560.00 

D-RTK 2 HIGH PRECISION CINSS MOBILE STATION 
GROUND RECEIVER 

1 $3,600.00 $3,600.00 

DRTK 2 BASE STATION TRIPOD 1 $299.00 $299.00 
MATRICE 350 SERIES-PART08-TB65 INTELLIGENT 
FLIGHT BATTERY 

4 $700.00 $2,800.00 

WB37 INTELLIGENT BATTERY 1 $59.00 $59.00 
MATRICE 350 - 2110S PROPELLER 2 $39.00 $78.00 
DJI RC PLUS STRAP AND BRACKET KITS 1 $99.00 $99.00 
HOODMAN LAUNCH PAD - 5FT 1 $169.00 $169.00 
PIX4DMATIC (SOFTWARE) 1 $6,990.00 $6,990.00 
PIX4DSURVEY (SOFTWARE) 1 $4,490.00 $4,490.00 
GROUND STATION RTK CASE  1 $699.00 $699.00 
MATRICE 350 RTK CASE  1 $1,139.00 $1,139.00 

 


